Thyroid carcinoma.
The issue of appropriate management for thyroid neoplasms remains unsettled. Confusion concerning histology and classification, controversy as to appropriate therapy, the relative indolence of most differentiated thyroid tumors, and various levels of surgical skill have contributed to the prejudice of various approaches to the management of such neoplasms. It appears unlikely that the controversy will be resolved in the immediate future. If total thyroidectomy can be performed by a skilled surgeon with minimal complications, this approach seems theoretically justifiable for the management of most differentiated tumors, facilitating follow-up postoperatively. Conclusive evidence for improved survival with this rationale is insufficient.